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WAGERUP ALCOA REFINERY 
Statement by Member for Murray-Wellington 

MR J.L. BRADSHAW (Murray-Wellington) [12.58 pm]:  I rise to give some brickbats to the Government, 
particularly the Minister for Health, the Minister for Consumer and Employment Protection, and the Minister for 
State Development.  As I said yesterday in the House, these ministers came down to a public meeting in Yarloop 
to discuss the Wagerup Alcoa refinery.  The brickbats I give today - which I meant to give yesterday - result 
from the failure of these ministers to inform the Harvey and Waroona shires that they were coming to the area.  
Those shires are both very unhappy about being ignored and overlooked on this very important occasion.  I 
pointed out yesterday that I was also overlooked and not informed that the ministers were coming to town; 
fortunately, I learnt from the local paper that the meeting was on.  The Government can indulge in all its glossy 
speeches and fast-talking to try to smooth things over with the community about this issue, but the only way to 
fix the situation is to stop the emissions that are affecting people in the local area.  Until the Government does 
that, as many ministers as it likes can come to the area and make promises of reviews or one-on-one 
consultations, but they will have no effect.  Pre-1996, there were no problems with Alcoa, but there have been 
major problems since then, and to a large extent it has destroyed the Yarloop community, which is a sad state of 
affairs.  It is up to Alcoa to be honest and tell the people it cannot fix the problem, so that the people can make 
up their minds about whether they want to leave the area. 
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